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NOOR 5

Five years ago, with the aim to work in a collaborative effort, a group of friends and 
like-minded photographers, started an agency, NOOR, which in Arabic means light. 
Our desire was born out of a longing to break free of commercial constraints, of 
management dictates, of big agency politics and the devaluation of images. We came 
together not just to make a photo agency, but also a foundation, with the hope that 
independent, in-depth visual reports would contribute to a growing understanding 
of the world and impact views on human rights and global concerns.

More than just a journalistic enterprise, we actively engage in developing and 
promoting broader documentary projects, through our individual and collective 
work, such as our multi-year climate change project, which has been seen by millions 
in international print and online publications, exhibitions, street posters, projections, 
conferences, public art installations and social media. NOOR is also committed to 
the development of young photojournalists and through a partnership with Nikon 
we have offered every year, free workshops to students in cities underserved by 
professional instructors: Cairo, Lagos, Cape Town, Bucharest, and St. Petersburg.

To celebrate our 5th anniversary, we made these series of small books, with work 
from the past five years chosen by each member photographer according to their 
personal visions:  Nina Berman, Pep Bonet, Andrea Bruce, Alixandra Fazzina, 
Stanley Greene, Yuri Kozyrev, Kadir van Lohuizen, Jon Lowenstein, Francesco 
Zizola and former members Philip Blenkinsop and Jan Grarup, who co-founded  
the agency. 

That we still exist five years later, and envision a future five years from now, is a 
testament to our friendship and respect for each other’s visions and our collective 
dedication to the communicative power of photography.

I would like to thank everyone who has been supportive of our mission these past 
years, our personnel, our agents, our clients and partners.  

Claudia Hinterseer, founding member and managing director, Amsterdam, 2012.

January 12, 2010.  Four days before my fortieth birthday. 

As the magnitude of the quake continued to grow I grew more and more interested. 

My fortieth passed and I sat idle working in frozen Chicago.

I am not a ‘news’ photographer, yet I do take an interest in documenting certain 
‘news’ stories that touch me, that pull at me to go and witness our collective history. 
Yet still I waited and continued to watch the story on my evening glow box.

‘There are too many photographers. What good would another one do?’
(That question remains unanswered today)

Thousands died. The numbers continued to mount. They screamed for help, wailed 
through the glow of the cold Chicago night air and outside I saw the shiny city gleam 
from my 11th floor apartment.

I thought of the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

Then a call. Not any call, but a call from Blenkinsop, Philip Blenkinsop.
‘Go now Jon. Now, go to the airport right now and go. You need to go!’ 
‘Right now?’ I answered
‘Yes, right now. Go to the airport right now! You don’t need a month, you can go for 
3 days. Just bring some honey, walk around and take pictures.’

With that revelation my life was changed. A few days later I made the journey 
through Santo Domingo and into Port au Prince. 

The pictures speak for themselves. I can only say that it changed my life. I don’t take 
life for granted anymore and try to be thankful for everyday, for every breath. 
I’ve been back twice since that time. I will keep on returning.

Haiti will rebuild.  

Jon Lowenstein



NOOR is most thankful for the support Blurb provided by producing this book.
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Blurb® is thrilled to be supporting NOOR through the creation of these books for its 
5th Anniversary in collaboration with designer Teun van der Heijden of Heijdens Karwei.

Blurb® is a publishing and marketing platform that makes it easy to design, publish, 
market, and sell professional-quality printed books and ebooks. Blurb’s bookstore and 
its online marketing tools enable customers to market and sell their books keeping 100% 
profit from printed books, and 80% profit from (free) ebooks. With complete creative 
control, global distribution, and no minimum orders, photographers can transform their 
inspiration into books. Blurb’s social and community features allow customers to create 
and share Blurb book.


